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with Louis and Fanny. They had intended to visit Vailima, but were glad to be saved the long ride on such a hot day ; though I was sorry not to see them, as they were most pleasant people. We have had another royal visit, from the
queen.    Mrs. W------accompanied her also, and
she had two men in attendance; but this time they were ' men of peace/ unarmed, and in the ordinary Samoan lava-lava and shirt    It was the first time in her life that  the queen had ridden on horseback, so it was really a great undertaking for her; but she told us that the king had enjoyed his  visit so  much that he would  not  be  satisfied till  she too  had  been introduced  to   the   beauties  of Vailima.     We took her  over the  house,   and  even into  the pantries and storerooms,  and she was greatly interested   and   impressed;   she   started   with alarm at the stuffed head of Fanny's Californian lion, and was amazed that any one could ever walk about in her buffalo coat    She was a nice-looking woman of between thirty and forty, and was well dressed in a holaku of cream muslin trimmed with pretty lace.    She brought a pressing invitation from the  king for us all to go and lunch, in Samoan fashion ; but Louis is so busy at present getting ready for the mail, that he could not fix a day that would suit him, and we are to settle that later.